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Abstract

This study has been conducted in the southern Caspian Sea (Mazandaran Waters) from 2009 to 2012.
Monthly sampling of fish by two methods of catching, first by fishing stations used by gill nets in different
mesh sizes that established in the sea and second by beach seine with 1200m in length that pull by
fishermen. The specimens were transferred to the Shahid Rajai Sari sturgeon breeding to be used for artificial
propagation in order to preserve and restore the stocks. The aims of this study were distribution, abundance,
catch condition and Caviar between in beach seine and fishing stations. A total of 1858 specimens of
sturgeon species including Huso huso, Acipenser stellatus, Acipenser persicus, Acipenser guldenstaedtii and
Acipenser nudiventris were caught. The results show that Acipenser persicus has the highest frequency
(69%) and A. guledstadtii has the lowest frequency (2%). Totally 53265 kg meat which 23446 kg with mean
5866.5 kg for beach seine and 29798 kg with mean 7649 kg for landing fishery were obtained. Overall 5633
kg caviar which 2469 kg with mean 617 kg by beach seine and 3163 kg with mean 791 kg by fishing
stations. There is not significant between beach seine and fishing stations in meat and caviar (p<0.05).
Therefore, it is recommended to rehabilitate sturgeon stocks, protect and restore important rivers for natural
reproduction as well as allocate funds to enable NGOs by installing banners during reproductive migration in
estuaries and along major rivers.
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